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Alzheimer’s disease. Alzheimer’s patients 
generally live for an average of 8 to 10 years 
after they are diagnosed. As the disease pro-
gresses, patients require increased support 
from families and caregivers. 

Scientists at the NIH and the Department 
of Veterans Affairs are continuing their re-
search to help improve patient care and ease 
the burdens of caregivers at home and in 
nursing facilities. The Administration on 
Aging is working to develop best practices 
for serving persons with Alzheimer’s disease 
and assisting States as they attempt to im-
prove their responsiveness and the accessi-
bility of home and community-based long-
term care services and other support re-
sources. My Administration is increasing ac-
cess to available information, education, and 
referrals about diagnostic and treatment 
services for those afflicted with Alzheimer’s 
Disease. 

During National Alzheimer’s Disease 
Awareness Month, I commend the members 
of our research community for their commit-
ment to improving diagnosis and treatment 
for Alzheimer’s Disease; and I encourage 
those suffering from or at risk for Alzheimer’s 
to participate in clinical treatment studies 
and therapy trials. These studies and trials 
have been and continue to be an important 
part of our progress against this disease. I 
also commend the families and caregivers of 
individuals suffering from Alzheimer’s dis-
ease who provide the care and support to 
their loved ones and carry the daily burden 
of this tragic disease. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2002 
as National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 5.

Proclamation 7618—National 
Diabetes Month, 2002
October 31, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Diabetes is a chronic disease that affects 

approximately 17 million Americans. During 
National Diabetes Month, we renew our 
commitment to preventing and eradicating 
this illness. 

Diabetes interferes with the body’s ability 
to process sugars normally and can lead to 
adverse complications of the eyes, heart, kid-
neys, or nerves. There are two major types 
of diabetes, and both have debilitating effects 
on organ systems. Type 1 diabetes, also 
known as juvenile diabetes, is an auto-
immune disorder that destroys insulin-pro-
ducing cells in the pancreas. The young peo-
ple who are affected by this disease must 
maintain their health by taking insulin and 
carefully regulating their diets. Type 2 diabe-
tes, which is also known as ‘‘adult onset dia-
betes,’’ is a metabolic disorder that is linked 
to a combination of genetics, excess weight, 
and lack of exercise. The most common form 
of diabetes is type 2, which comprises 95 per-
cent of the diabetes cases in our Nation. It 
usually occurs in adults but now also affects 
a growing number of children who do not 
get enough exercise. At least 16 million 
Americans are currently at high risk of devel-
oping type 2 diabetes. 

To ensure the future health of our Nation, 
Americans must safeguard our children and 
our families from diabetes by encouraging 
good health and regular exercise. Following 
the guidelines for good nutrition, getting 
enough physical exercise, and maintaining 
proper weight can help prevent diabetes and 
aid those suffering from it to reduce the 
chance of severe complications associated 
with the disease. Doctors have found that 
even minor weight loss in patients with type 
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2 diabetes can improve glucose control, de-
crease dependence on medications, and en-
hance quality of life. 

My Administration is committed to fight-
ing diabetes and its complications through 
advanced research funded by the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH), improved med-
ical treatments, and education. In fiscal year 
2002, the NIH dedicated approximately $781 
million to diabetes research. My Administra-
tion will continue to support NIH’s impor-
tant efforts in this area as well as other sci-
entists and researchers who are working to 
prevent, manage, and cure this disease. 
Through the National Diabetes Education 
Program, a joint effort of the NIH and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
we are educating Americans about the diabe-
tes risk factors and encouraging them to 
make simple changes in their life that will 
help them stay healthy and prevent this seri-
ous disease. We are also working with volun-
teers from the American Diabetes Associa-
tion, Juvenile Diabetes Research Founda-
tion, and other organizations to raise aware-
ness of diabetes in our communities and to 
provide assistance for families who have 
loved ones with diabetes. 

As we observe National Diabetes Aware-
ness Month, I encourage all Americans to 
help fight this disease by making healthy life-
style choices and by providing support to 
those suffering from diabetes. We can help 
overcome diabetes and give hope and com-
fort to countless individuals in the United 
States and around the world. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2002 
as National Diabetes Month. I call on all 
Americans to increase their awareness of the 
risk factors and symptoms related to diabetes 
and to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 5.

Remarks in Charleston, West 
Virginia 
October 31, 2002

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Audience member. We love you, George! 
The President. I’m glad I came. Thanks 

for your invitation, and thank you all for com-
ing. Thanks for your interest in our great 
country. 

I’m here to tell you that the American spir-
it is alive and well in West Virginia, and it’s 
alive and well all across the country. It’s a 
spirit which says that we’ve got the fortitude 
to defend our freedoms, that we’ve got the 
compassion to help a neighbor in need. It’s 
a spirit which says we understand the stakes 
ahead of us and we will do whatever it takes 
to defend our freedom. 

And part of the American spirit means that 
our citizens must do their duty. In a democ-
racy, it depends upon the participation of our 
citizens. So I’ve come to this great State to 
urge all the citizens of West Virginia—Re-
publicans and Democrats, people who don’t 
give a hoot about a political party—to do your 
duty, to do your duty and to go to the polls 
next Tuesday. 

And I’ve got a strong suggestion. I’ve got 
an idea about how to make sure West Vir-
ginia remains a strong State. I’ve got an idea 
on how to make sure that West Virginia sends 
the best to the United States Congress, and 
that is to send Shelley Moore Capito back 
to the Congress. 

I want to thank all the candidates who are 
here. I want to thank the good folks who put 
their name on the ballot, who are working 
hard. I particularly want to pay homage to 
Jay Wolfe, the Republican candidate for the 
United States Senate. 

I want to thank all the grassroots activists 
who are here. You’re the good people who 
work hard to get these candidates elected. 
You’re the good folks who helped me win, 
and you’re the good folks who are going to 
help Shelley Moore go back to the United 


